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L a c e r a t i o n C a r e

A laceration is a cut that goes through all layers of the skin. The cut goes into the tissue beneath
t h e s k i n .

H O M E C A R E

Instructions for stitches ( sutures) or staples:

• Keep the wound clean and dry.
• If you/your child was given a bandage for the cut, you should

change it once a day. Also, change it if it gets wet or dirty.
• Wash the area 2 times a day with soap and water. Rinse with

water. Pat dry with a clean towel. Look for signs of infection (
pus).

• After washing, put on ointment as told by your doctor.
• You/your child may shower after the first 24 hours. Be careful

not to soak the area in water until the stitches are removed.
• Only use medicine as told by your doctor.
• The stitches must be removed as instructed. Call your doctor

for an appointment to remove the stitches or staples. If you do
not have a doctor, return to the emergency department as
instructed to have the stitches or staples removed.

Lacerat ion
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Instructions for skin adhesive strips:

• Keep the area clean and dry.
• Do not get the skin adhesive strips wet. Bathe carefully.
• If the area gets wet, pat it dry with a clean towel.
• Skin adhesive strips will fall off on their own. You may trim the strips as the wound

heals. Do not remove strips that are still stuck to the area.

Instructions for skin glue:

• Briefly wetting the wound in the shower or bath is okay. However, do not soak or scrub
the wound. Do not swim. Do not do things that will cause sweating until the skin glue
has fa l l en o f f on i t s own.

• After showering or bathing, gently pat the wound dry with a clean towel.
• Do not apply liquid, cream, or ointment medicines of any kind to the wound while the

skin glue is in place. This may loosen the glue before the wound is healed.
• If a bandage is placed over the wound, use special care not to apply tape directly over the

skin glue. That may cause the glue to be pulled off before the wound is healed.




